
 

 

                           

 

       Newsletter  

         4th September 2020 

 
Welcome Back  

A huge welcome back to you all after such a long time.  It has been a fantastic start to this new academic 

year.  I am sure that like us, you had your own shares of worries and anxieties prior to this week.  I hope 

that the plans we have put in place and how well the children have settled into their new classes have 

given you some reassurance. 

 

The staff are excited to be back with the children.  They have already started to engage with some creative 

learning whilst rebuilding their friendship groups and becoming familiar again with the rules and routines 

of the day. 

 

Assemblies 

Under the guidelines for Covid, we are unable to have assemblies at the moment in the hall.  We are 

looking at delivering our assemblies through Microsoft Team meetings and this will include our Friday Well 

Done assembly.  Moving forward if your child is chosen you will be emailed with a link to join the assembly 

through Teams, if you are available. 

 

Memorial 

Following the sudden passing of our dear colleague and friend, Jill Peaker, we are collecting donations for a 

fitting memorial within the school grounds.  If you would like to make a donation towards this then please 

come to the main reception to donate. 

 

Breakfast/after school club  

To ensure we are clearly in line with the guidance for school settings our offer for breakfast club and 

afterschool care is different and places are limited.  If you have already secured a place in either or both of 

these then please do not respond.  If you would like your child to be considered for a place then please 

email myself directly on t.gulliver@smat.org.uk 

 

We will then review the guidance at half term and make the decision on how to move forward.  Payment 

for these will be through parent pay once we have accurate numbers attending.  

 

Facebook /twitter/website 

We try to keep you as well informed as possible through our different media sites.  This information is for 

you as parents and carer.  Therefore, we will not approve either ex pupils or adults we do not know onto 

the site. 

 

May I also ask again everyone reads thoroughly the information on these sites and that staff are not 

privately messaged with concerns.  Emails to myself and staff are appropriate but responses should not be 

expected late in the evening, the weekend or Bank Holidays.  We endeavour to maintain our excellent 

communication with you all, however the wellbeing of all the staff is also important. 

 

 

 

mailto:t.gulliver@smat.org.uk


Early opening  

We will continue with the early opening of the doors at the start and end of the day for the foreseeable 

future in order to keep all of our families safe.  Please remember that the doors will open at 8.40 am and 

3.10 pm and not before. 

 

Thank you to all of you for adhering to the one-way systems around the school.  It certainly seems to be 

working.  Children in Y5 and 6 who have been allowed to walk home without an adult will be allowed to 

leave school at the usual finish time of 3.30pm and not before. 

 

MacMillan Coffee morning  

Unfortunately, our calendar of events will look very different for the beginning of this year and we will not 

be able to hold our annual coffee morning. We are however looking into creative ways that we can 

celebrate this and we will keep you updated. 

 

Parent Pay 

All parents will have to use Parentpay to pay for ties, bookbags, dinner money, trips and any breakfast or 

afterschool clubs.  We will no longer be able to except cash in school.  A letter will be sent home with all 

the details needed.  Thank you. 

 

Uniform 

Here is some information about the Vortex  website where uniform can be ordered, the address is: 

 

www.vortexschoolwear.co.uk 

This will direct you to the homepage. 

 

Below is the link that will direct you to your School's page: 

https://www.vortexschoolwear.co.uk/Primary-Schools/The-Mill-Academy/ 

Uniform can be picked up from Vortex or delivered to school usually on a Wednesday. 

 

School Crossing Patrol 

For any children who use the school crossing patrol on Park Road, we need to inform you that on  

Thursday 10
th

 September (next week) you will have to make alternative arrangements as Mrs Dawson is 

unable to work on that day. 

 

Birthday cakes in school 

We have been asked if it is possible to bring in birthday cakes for the class when it is a child’s birthday.  

After consideration, could we please ask that it is a seal wrapped cake or buns bought from a shop.  This is 

so that the box or packet can be sterilised when it is brought into school.  The staff can then either cut the 

cake up or distribute the buns in a safe manner e.g. wearing gloves and a clean sterilised knife.  Thank you 

for your understanding. 

Yours sincerely  

 

 

 
Mrs T Gulliver, 

Headteacher. 
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