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Welcome Back 
Another very successful week in school where we have had some fantastic learning happening in our classes. Over the last two 

weeks your child’s class teacher will have contacted you for a phone parent consultation to discuss how they have settled into 

their new class and the progress they are starting to make. I hope you have found these phone calls helpful and I can reassure 

you that the staff are working tirelessly behind the scenes to support every child in school with their learning, to accelerate their 

progress but also to keep them safe and secure with the virus.  

 

Thank you to all of you who have adapted to the new guidelines that we have put in place since half term. It is a positive picture 

out there. However please make sure you are wearing your mask at any point on the school premises, this includes lunchtime 

drop offs and picks ups for nursery and breakfast and after school clubs.  

 

We as a school want to be able to return to a level of normality as soon as is possible as I am sure you do. Therefore, please do 

every little thing to help. 

 

Ventilation 

As part of safety measure that we have put in place we have to have windows open in classrooms to ensure a flow of fresh air.   

Several children have said they are cold, so we recommend that children either wear a layer of clothing under their uniform, or a 

hoody etc on top.  This is in addition to still wearing uniform not instead of. 

 

Information from Mrs Beckett 

 

                                          Head Lice are NOT Nice!  

  

Regular Hair checks are the best way to eliminate Head Lice.. 

Dealing with head lice can be frustrating, but be patient. Follow the treatments and prevention tips, and soon your family will be 

lice-free. 

You may have no symptoms at all if you have head lice. Often, people don’t know they have them until they spot head lice or 

nits in their hair. Head lice are a grey-white to black colour, and can be difficult to spot. Nits are white and the size of a pinhead. 

You’re probably more likely to notice them on your hairs at the sides and back 

How to get rid of Headlice and Nits 

Treatments to get rid of head lice are available to buy from pharmacies, supermarkets and online. You don't usually need to see 

your GP. 

The main treatments are: 

 Lotions or sprays that kill head lice – these can be very effective, but some aren't suitable for pregnant or breastfeeding 

women, or for children under 2 

 Removing head lice with a specially designed comb – this is suitable for everyone and relatively inexpensive, but needs to 

be repeated several times and can take a long time to do thoroughly.  

A pharmacist can advise you about the treatments available if you're not sure which is best for you or your child. 

Make sure you carefully follow the instructions that come with the treatment you choose. 

  

Remind your child that while having lice can be embarrassing, anyone can get them. Having head lice is not a sign of dirtiness or 

poor hygiene. The pesky little bugs can be a problem no matter how often kids do — or don't — wash their hair or bathe. 

 

Attendance – week commencing 2/11/20 

Last weeks attendance statistics are as follows- 

Gold Award – Nursery PM (100%) 

Silver Award – Reception Class (98.2%) 

Bronze Award – Year 1 (94.2%) 

Congratulations & Well done! 

  

 

 



Positive Feedback 

Despite all the current restrictions and challenges we are still driving the school improvements that we have set out for this 

academic year. These including widening children’s’ vocabulary through reading and the wider curriculum, completing the 

outside areas for Foundation Stage, developing adult learning opportunities and the use of a life skills curriculum for all pupils. 

We were visited by Mr Simon Sloan who was commissioned by St Marys Academy Trust to see how we had started our work. He 

was very impressed with the pupils and the school and I have included some of the comments from his report and email. 

 

Please find attached the record of visit for the school. As ever I came away feeling truly inspired - the pupils and community are 

so fortunate to have a school of this quality on the doorstep! 

 The school has significantly further strengthened its approach to reading, language development and the 

breadth of literature pupils engage with. This was already strong but is now even more intentional. For example, 

throughout school there is a celebration of language, phrases and literature. Every class uses a ‘reading working 

wall’ that captures the language pupils are engaging with and the reading strategies they are developing. 

 In addition, art has become a focus this year. The quality of art in school is very high. This is partly because all 

staff are now expected to have a sketch book and so model standards and outcomes. This is already having a 

significant impact 

 The increased emphasis on reading and art has been led by the assistant head. This high-quality leadership of 

teaching of learning is impacting across school in terms of a shared ambition and aspiration for all pupils. It is 

noticeable that the assistant head has secured very high levels of buy in. The vision and drivers for the school 

are clearly articulated and through leadership, shared by all. 

 The care put into provision, planning and organisation is significant. This is celebrated through an increased 

presence on social media which has been hugely appreciated by parents. 

 

Children in Need  

Today has been a fabulous fun day in school with the children supporting the charity. We always enjoy this day in school where 

children can have some fun. Thank you to all of you who have donated. We will announce the total next week and get this sent 

off to the worthwhile cause. 

 

Flu Vaccine  

Next week in school children from Reception to Year 6 will receive their vaccine in school. This is a nasal spray and you will have 

received some information about this. The following safety measures have been put in place in school to ensure the children ’s 

safety re covid 

 An allocated room will be used in each building for the medicine to be administered, this will prevent the adults moving 

between bubbles. 

 Full PPE will be used by all medical staff 

 Surfaces will be wiped clean between bubbles  

 Track and trace will be completed by all professionals  

If you have not already given consent for your child to have the vaccine you need to fill in an E-consent form.  Please log on to 

www.southwestyorkshire.nhs.uk/flu  

 

High Importance - Google Classroom 

We are trying to ensure that we are fully prepared for our pupils to transfer onto a virtual platform of learning if the need arises 

in the future due to National, local or school lockdowns. We will be using Google classroom as the platform and we have asked 

all our families to ensure that they can log onto this for home learning. Please ensure that you have spoken to the staff via email 

if you have been unable to do this, as classes are starting to use this for their spellings and some of their homework.  

 

Sponsored Reading Event  

This year’s sponsored read is going to be a QUEST!  Children are encouraged to read a range of books over the course of 

November.  To complete their quest and raise books for school.  All the info is on the Facebook page regarding how to log on 

and the steps to follow for purchasing books.  Books have started to arrive so thank you to all who have bought them. 

 

Class of the Week         As one of our new incentives this year we have a Class of the Week award.  This is presented on a Friday 

to the class in school who have had the most positive comments made about them.  These are 

comments from all the staff including dinner staff and office staff.  The class that have made the biggest 

impact in school that week will be awarded with a trophy to keep for the week and a bag of treats for 

them to enjoy individually.  

 

 Our Class of the Week is Year 3!  Well done to you all. 

 
Yours sincerely  

 Mrs T Gulliver, 

Headteacher. 


